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ADVERTISEMENT. , _ 


HEN 1 deliver'd this well. meant Diſc" 
k/ courſe, it met with ( ſo far as Icould find) 
4 general Approbation. But ſince that, I 
ve been ſurprixed at hearing it ſpoken of as 4 
\RTY-SERMON : 4 Character, which I, as à true 
u, and a hearty Lover of Chriſt's Holy Catholick 
d Apoſtolick Church, and particularly of that Noble 
anch of it, the Reformed Church of England, have 
ways endeavoured, that not any Thing of mine 
ght juſtly deſerve. Under which however this 
iſcourſe has, I ſay, faln; and that the rather, as 
m told, becauſe in it Itake an Occaſion to deny the 
by Euchariſt or Supper of the Lord tobe a true 
d proper Sacrifice: 4 Doctrine, which has been of 
te induſtriouſly ſpread (with what Intent they them 
ves beſt know) particularly by Non-Furors and 
rſons diſaffected to our preſent Eſtabliſhment. 
ow to obwiate this Cenſure, paſsd, as I ſhould 
eſs, by ſuch as did not hear me, or at leaſt did 
pt well under ſtand or not remember what I ſaid; 
d to ſhew in this Inſtance, to what a great Height 
rejudice is grown ; inſomuch that when once any 
erſon is diſtinguiſhed as on this or that Side or 
arty, then can no manner of Juſtice be expefted 
p be done to him or his, by thoſe who believe him 
t leaſt to be their Oppoſite ;, which moſt inequitable - 
ay of Procedure, what a fatal Effect it may in 
me have upon Learning, Religion, and mhatever 
EY S 


ADVERTISEME NI. 
X #% Praiſe-worthy, God Almighty knows, and 1 
even dread to think: I ſay, to abuiate this Cenſun 
| and. to ſhew in this Inſtance, the Height of Prej 
| dice, is one main Reaſon, that I have at length ea 
| fed my Sermon to publick View ; and another 
BD becauſe, after all; I hope, that it may otherwiſe ; 
3 ſome little Good; and if ſo, this alone will mal 

me an abundant Satisfattion. © 0 
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I CORINTHIANS iv. 24. 
oreover of Stewards it 1s. required, that. 


4 Man be found Faithful. 
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HA is meant in general by the Word 
| Stewards, I need not ftand long to ex- 
plain: in ſhort it ſignifies Deputies or 
_ © <Subcurators of the ſeveral Affairs and 
:mbers of a Family, as a&ing under the Maſter of 
and of all theſe, as ſuch, ir is required, that they 
ound faithful; and the being ſo is reckon'd their 
ullar Glory. But, as it is not in this Place the 
doftle's Drift, ſo neither by conſequence, will it 
w be my Buſineſs, to diſcourſe of the Faithfulneſs 
Stewards, taken in this Latitude; but, in a more 
rained Senſe, of one particular fort of them; and 
o theſe are, we may learn from the foregoing 

rſe: Let a Man fo account of us; as of the Miniſters of 
iſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. In which 
ords St. Paul plainly intimates a Diſtinction to be 
de between Clergy and Laity : Let a Man, ſays he; 
ORSÞt is, according to an uſual Hebraiſm, let any or 
ry Man, and the People in general, who are not 
our Sacred Order, ſo account of and look on #5; or 
ther, as the original Word ay:C3 is thought by 
me to ſignify yet moreemphatically, Let them act 
this Matter upon a Principle of Reaſon; and thence: 
ing convinced that they ought.to do it, let them ac- 
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* Ita ratlocinando apud ſe ſtatuat, ita ſibi perſuadeat; Vide | 
l. nope Crit. in Loc. Nee ene 
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„ cordingly 


ks 


The Faithful Stewards ; or, 
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fol egem, ſl 
exiſumas me Regem ; nec agitur de Exiſtimatione, ted AI 


.. George Hickes in;the Preface to his Second Collection of 
Controverſial Letters, p. 57. | 11 85 ectio 
Wai of | be 


the Paſtoral Duty open d. 
until the World's End, a ſet Order of Men, par- 
arly ſanctified and appropriated to the publick 
zrviceof God and the Benefit of his Church. And 
us far the Apoſtle's Deſcription of a Jewiſh Higb 
rieſt agrees to our Evangelical Miniſters, That being 


Exe. 
ned 
3. y 
1 An 
in th 


* rtaining to God; ſo much, I ſay, of his Deſcription 
en an High- Prieſt, agrees to the Miniſters of Jeſus Cbriſt, 
> of bo, as ſuch, are thought by * St. Ferom to be there- 
yer called by the Name of Clergy, either as being the 


ances, the Sors Dei, and peculiarly allotted to him and 
ij Service; or elſe becauſe God z their Lot and Portion 
Inberitance ; and of them it is, that St. Paul affirms 
che Words of my Text, Moreover of Stewards it is 
quired that a Man be found Faithful; as if he had ſaid, 


ect and reverence the Clergy as ſuch ; ſo on the 
her, that the Clergy may maintain their Character, 
Wd thus in effect command that Eſteem, it is required 


it themſelves of their Truſt, and execute the Charge 


is is the Point I deſign to enlarge on, to the end 
at all we now — 5 who are honoured with 
Wile glorious Titles of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Steu- 
f the Myſteries of God, may be moved to anſwer 
Obligations of our venerable Office, and ſo be 


ball attempt under theſe two Heads of Diſcourſe: - 
17. I ſhall declare and ſet in view the principal 
Wuties incumbent on the Miniſters of Chriſt, or in 
F ait hful. | 


— 


— —— 


n, el * Si enim fes Grace, Sors Latine appellatut; proprerea 
Pocantur Clerici, vel quia de ſorte ſunt Domini, vel quia ipſe 
Dominus ſors, id el}, pars Clericorum eſt. D. Hieronym. in E- 
uſt. 3. ad Nepot. de vii” Cleric. | 


B 2 8 24h. 1 


ben from among Men, be-1s ordained or Men in things Heb. 5 


at, as on one Hand the People are obliged to re- 
them, that they be found Faithful, that they duly ac- ' 


titted to them with Integrity and Honeſty. And 


und Faithful by our Lord and Maſter, when he ſhall 
emand an Account of our Stewardſhip, Now this I 


hat reſpects is is required of tbem, that they be found 
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 Y I "The Faithful Stewards; or, 
ll  - 24h. I ſhall produce and urge ſuch Motives, as nd! 
encourage and incline us to execute the former, e 

ſo to come under the Title of the latter. But here , 
thinks, at the very Entrance, I am not a little ſurpi t- 
zed and ſtartled on two accounts: Firſt, in that 1 Mort 
now preſented with an actual View of the great I Nan 

portance and Weight of the Miniſtry ; the main B 
neſs of which is to train up and make Men wiſe ue 

Salvation : And thus are the Perſons, who bear t 
Office, unto God a ſweet Savour of Chriſt, in them iii 
are ſaved, and in them that periſh ; to the one they are We! 

Savour of Death unto Death, and to the other the Savow 
Life unto Life. The Thoughts of which momento 
Charge made even the inſpired Apoſtle of the GentiiWh: 
21 Cor. 2. cry out with Vehemence, And who is ſufficient for ti ke 
15, 16. things? Accordingly how very cautious and fear 
were the Primitive Chriſtians to take ſo heavy a Bi 
den upon them! Inſomuch that even the Great St. Che: 
ſoſtom, tho already become a Miracle of Rarts v 
Learning; yet when, as by Agreement, he was fl 
have enter'd into Holy Orders, together with his de. 
Friend Baſil, meerly thro' a pious Dread, declinWp: 
the Charge, and hid himſelf ; and notwithſtandinſh 
all Importunities, it was * ſome Years after that, H 
fore he could think himſelf qualified for, and accaWre 
dingly be perſwaded to it. Of this you all kno 
we have a ſtanding Memorandum in his Excellelff C 
Book w izg@owns : And the like I might inſtance er 
ſeveral others. A ſecond thing which now ſtarti 
and even puts a Bar to my further Proceeding, is Wat 
Conſciouſneſs of my own Inſufficiency or ImpertWnc 
nence, for taking upon me to tell ſuch Perſons theſinc 
Duty, as myſt in good Manners be already ſuppoſeſer 
to know it very well. But at length I recover my (ele! 


1 2 


— —_— — 


* Four Tears after, before he became a Reader and Deacon; 1 
gain five more to his being ordained a Presbyter. 

I See St. Gregory Nazianzen's Apologerick, the Paſtoral Off 

of St. Gregory of Rome, St. Auſtin's 148th Epiſtle to Bp. Valeri 

S. Bernard's Life of St. Malacby, &c. 


an 


the Paſtoral Duty open d. 
sm d paſs the former of theſe Stops, by conſidering, that 
„2e Miniſterial Office, however great and weighty it 
en, yet as Men are expected, nay required by God 
urn take it upon them, can't be thought to be inſup- 
tIrrable; but that, by vertue of his promiſed Aſſi- 
ance, it may be born and executed: and this is what 
e, who have already preſumed to take it upon us, 
ebound to do. Allo touching the latter, I conſider, 
at the wiſeſt of Men do ſometimes need to have the 
Wicates, even of their own Wiſdom, inculcated and 
eſs d upon them from another different Quarter; 
d this I take to be one great End of hearing Ser- 
ons, not only to learn and receive new Truths, or 
hat Men knew not before, but allo to admit and 
ke in old ones, or ſuch as they were not before un- 
quainted with, home to their Conſciences, and ſo 
d be inwardly moved and ſtir'd to apply them with 


with the Deſigrt of the preſent Solemnity. 

Wherefore now to proceed upon my firſt general 
Mead ; which is, to declare and ſet in view the prin- 

inWpal Duties incumbent on the Miniſters of Chriſt, or 


Nou the principal Duties of the Miniſtry have been 
Wready intimated or diſtinctly ſpecify d from the Words 
che Text; in that, as I have ſaid, by the Miniſters 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God, are meant 
Mervants or Officers, commiſſionated by their Great 
aſter to adminiſter in his ſpiritual Kingdom, to ma- 
age and maintain his Family or Houſhold, the Church: 
d this they are to do chiefly by Praying, Preaching, 
Ind giving the Holy Sacraments. To which I ſhall 
poleſereafter add theſe other material and neceſſary Ap- 
y ſelhendages to the Miniſterial Office: namely, the re- 
ular Obſervance and keeping up of Church-Govern- 

ent, and the leading of holy and exemplary Lives. 


Firſt then, I ſay, that Praying, I mean, in pub- 


jullick, and as the Mouth of the Congregation, who 


2al to Uſe and Practice; and this, as I ſuppoſe, falls 


what reſpects it c required that they be found faithful. 
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re to join with, or ſecond the ſame, is one great Part 


of 


The Faithful Stewards ; or, 
of the Sacerdotal Duty, however by many, in tre 
ing ofthis Subject, it be not expreſly mention d as ſug 
This may be learnt at large from the Practice of the 
and pureſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church, in which, 
Forms of Prayer were uſed, after the Pattern of 0 
- Bleſſed Lord; an Officiating Miniſter going betordi,, 
and uttering the ſame more loudly than the Peopꝗi 
and in Part, alternately. And that the doing of ti 
peculiarly belongs ro the Miniſterial Office is ag], 
plain; becauſe, as without ir, there could not we 
be any fuch Thing as Publick Worſhip or Devotion 
fo moreover whoſe Duty it is to bear this Part, 15 & 
clared by a certain Scriptural Name, to wit, e 
which, as well as dane and J:4xx, is, in the Ne 
Teſtament, applied and appropriated to an Evang 
lical Miniſter; whom, according to“ its genuine In 
port, it denotes to be a publick Officer, under Cin 

Fee, as acting for, before and among the Peopl 
and offering Addreſſes or Services to God: and n 
bnly ſo in — but more particularly it points 

him likewiſe, as officiating in Publick Prayer. Ti 
latter Signification of the Word is plainly deducit 
from Ad, 13. 2. where, after mention made of call 
tain Prophet: and Teachers in the Church that was Wu 
Amtioch, it is further ſaid of them, a«zeyuy)uy 5 auror 
xvelp, &c. Which Montanus and Junius, two comp 
tent Judges, do render from the Syriack and Arabi 
Verſions, by the Word Orantibus ; and after them ti 
Learned Grotizs, Dr. Hammond, and other good Eiflan 
poſitors do alſo interpret the ſame by Praying ; a 
indeed I know not what other Senſe can be made ( 
Miniſtring to or before the Lord, (as we have it in one 


* 
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* It being derived, according to Heſychius, ww 9% Au 
which alſo comes from nis, Agnifying the ſame, as Plutars 
tells us, with gn, of or belonging to the Publick : and i 


AniTegy0s or Ae]sgyo5 is otherwiſe paraphraſed by ynreg'y3s or 


evg qs 3 as alſo by yoo 2s, Teerr x Or, ili and yum 
Vide etiam Hee 


g 2 
899, 700. 3 


eig . Thu Ilocrat. in Orat. De Pace. 
Stephan. in Theſ. Ling. Græc. Tom, 2. Col. 


- 


Engl 


vliſh Verſion) but the performing to him the Office 
Publick Prayer. Agreeably to which Senſe of the 
"rd dre, as applied to a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
urgy and Publick Prayer have been ever uſed in his 
urch as Terms of the very ſame Senſe and Import. 


Www this I take to be a good Part of hat N 
p %, which every Prieſt at his Ordination, promiſer 


nded, and as this Church and Realm bath received the 
Welle, according tothe Commandments of God. Agreeably 
io which, for us to be Faithful in this Reſpect, will be 
offer up Prayers openly, at thoſe Times, and in that 
der, which we are injoin'd, and have very folemn- 


nge under this Character, if we either diſdainfully 
Muſe, as the manner of too many now is, to read the 
Colayers at all; or at moſt do it, in fo careleſs, fo 


utter it; and therefore in ſhort, that we do not 


cidicerely believe in char God, to whom we pretend to 
e our Addreſſes. But how by this Means do we 


45 Fund our own Souls, while our very Prayers are turn d 
r01 Sin; and how do we offend or draw into Ruin 
mp Souls of others by our ill Example! And furely 
rabiſſby one or t other or both theſe Neglects there has 
m ten no little Diſſervice done to Religion in general, 
am I perſwaded, that this has been one of the great- 
Means of bringing our Liturgy into Contempt ; 


de Mile, I ſay, too many of our Order, do read it ſeldom 


n oi not at all, or not in ſuch a Manner as they ought to 

wich a becoming Gravity and due Devotion. 
Peu contrary is this to the godly Reſolution of the 
rsryaelve: Apoſtles, Acts 6. 4. who ſaid and did accor- 
Woly.: we will give our ſelves continually 40 Prayer, and 

be Miniſt ration of the Word: the Original here is very 
phatical, ipes 5 aggozar:enoouly, we, notwithſtand- 


"the Paſtoral Duty opm d. — ® 


niniſter with faithful Diligence, as the Lord bath com- 


promiſed to do. But how then ſhall we think to 


open a Manner, as to give the People juſt Ground 
| 0 ſuſpect that we neither regard nor attend to t 
nts Waſe of what we utter, nor even the Object to which 


I all Lets, Diſturbances and Dangers, will give up 
N apply our Selves reſolvedly, carefully, and con- 
. | 1 ſtantly, 


Thi Faithful Stemards; or, 
ſtantly, to the Performance of thoſe ſacred Offices; i 
latter of which I am next to diſcourſe of, name 
Preaching of the Word; which I ſhall ſhow further i 
be another conſiderable Part of the Miniſterial Dun 
and that in doing it accordingly we muſt be fa 
Faithful. | E092 R590 03.4609 Fi 


II. Now by Preaching I mean a Delivering and Ff 
pounding of the Lively Oracles, in open Afembli 
or Congregations, I ſay in open Aſſemblies or Coli 
gregations, Which it is the peculiar Buſineſs of MW 
niſters lawfully called and ordain'd to undertak: 
ſo that it does not belong to any Chriſtians indiff 
rently to meddle with this Office, however capat 
of it they may perhaps fancy themſelves to be. 1 
Rom. 15. deed they all may and likewile ought to inſtru# a 
14. Col 3. #dmoniſh one another in private: but they are no whe 
16. 2 Theſ. authorized to do this in Publick ; God having appoi 
3. 45. ted a particular Order of Men for this Purpoſe, at 
| to them, and them only, does this Duty appertai 
Thus they were the Eleven Diſciples, Perſons duly a 
ES regularly called; whom our Saviour ſolemnly char 
_ 16. 20. preach the Goſpel to every Creature, and to go and ted 
| Nor 28 all Nations, to obſerve all Things whatſoever he had coll 
19, 20.,, manded them ; and the ſame Duty he preſcribed WM 
5 their Name to a Succeſſion of Miniſters, fayin 
An lo I am with you alway ; as if he had ſaid, I do n 
mean you alone, who, it is certain, muſt ſhortly di. 

but alſo thoſe that you, and thoſe again that they 
Mark 16. ſend, and ſo on, 4, 1 have ſent jou, and the Fat 
Mat 28. Me, even unto the End of the World, Which Paſſagt® 
19, 20. by the way, is an undoubted Proof, that Cbriſt Jeu 
as he intended that the Goſpel ſhould be preach d, 
did at once deſign a fix d and ſeparate Order ( 
Men for that holy Purpoſe, until the Conſummatric 
of all Things; and theſe are properly term'd | 
St. Paul, Paſtors and Teachers, who, he ſays, were giv 
or ſet and appointed in the Church by our Bleſſ 
1 Cor. 12. Lord, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of 
28. Body of Chriſt, till we, or all that have been, that nc 
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inſtructed in all Chriſtian Knowledge, and firmly 
eſtabliſn'd in one common Faith; And this again 

poſes the Expediency and Neceſſity of Lawful 

chers as ſuch, in order to the Perfection and 

ppineſs of the Chriſtian Life. On this Account, 
zeretofore under the Jewiſh Oeconomy, ſo more 

cially now under the Goſpel, ſhould the Prieffs _ 
keep Knowledge, and the People ſeek. the Law at his Mal. 2.7« 
tb. Accordingly among other Qualifications of a 

10p.or Presbyter, the Apoſtle adviſes that he be apt 1 Tim. 
each ; and able by ſound Doctrine both to exhort and con- 3: 2. 
Wer Gainſayers ; and ſo to feed the Church of God, which Tit. r. 9 
%% purchaſed with his own- Blood : which the Son of 

d had ſo much regard for, that he laid down his 

nan Life to redeem it; and therefore well might | 
Paul give it in charge, and bid Miniſters take heed, Act. 20. 28 
be very careful to feed and inſtruct it. Of this 

y muſt they endeavour to acquit themſelves Faith= 

y, I mean, with Diligence and Exactneſs; by 


” 
—— — 


4 W-ching the Word, and being inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
vin“, that is, whether a likely Opportunity of Suo- 

ons be or be not plainly offer'd, trying even then ot 
yet may be done, by Reproving, Rebuking, and Ex- 2 Tim. 
nue, with all Long-ſuffering, and Doctrine, with 4. 2. 


Wildneſs of Temper, and found Inſtruction. And 
in they ought to do this, ſhewing themſelves appro- 2 Tim. 
into God, as Workmen that need not be aſhamed, right= 2. 17. 
d, ¶ viding the Word of Truth; and thus in Doctrine ſhew- Tit. 2.7, 8. 
Unrcorruptneſe, Gravity, Sincerity, and ſound Speech, 
atid ich cannot be condemned. This the Apoſtle exhorts 
othy, and in his Name, all other Diſpenſers of 
84's Holy Word, to ſtudy, and be very careful to 
as a Matter of the laſt and greateſt Importance. 
ich minds me of what a very Learned Man has ſaid 
Ichis Purpoſe ; that Raſhly to be the Author of a falſe 
e Interpretation 


42 @ bigh Degree; while Perſons pretending to conſ 


e LO | ——_ yet 
The Faithful Stewards ; or, 
Interpretation of Scripture, is to take God's Namie in vais 


and open the Oracles of God, do make them ſp: 
no other than the Senſe of Men; Words, ſays 
* worthy to be written with a Pen of Iron, 
the Point of a Diamond, upon the Table of t 
* Heart, in the moſt legible and laſting Characte 
* Words, arguing the Authors moſt ſerious and 
© Gus Spirit, full of Reverence for the Word of G 
© and moſt ſadly to be conſider'd, by the over-con 
* dent and Superficial Expoſitors of the Divine M 
© ſteries *. 1 4 SLIDES Nen 
But 34h, I ſay, that another great and proper p 
of the Miniſterial Duty; is to diſpenſe the Holy 
_ craments ; Baptiſm, I mean, and the Lord's Supp 
Some {| Commentators think, that this is imported 
Aus veio Oe, the Myſteries of God; of which the Apol 
ſays, in the Words before the Text, that the Mini 
of Chrift are Stewards or Diſpenſers. But however 
de, it is moſt plain from other Texts and Proofs, d 
to give the Holy Sacraments 15 the proper Office 
Miniſters, as ſuch. This at once appears from 
Lord's Commiſſion to his Diſciples for preachingt 
Goſpel, which I juſt now quoted; it beingienjoit 
em, that as they were to teach, ſo likewiſe were 
to baptize all Nations, in the Name of the. Father, ani 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And in this reſpect, 
well as the former, did he promiſe that he 01 
with them and their Succeſſors, alway, ig guet 
Ai, even to the End of the World: and not as ſo 
perverſly interpret this, to the End of that Age oni 
or to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem by Titus Veſpaſi 
and, by conſequence, that ever ſince, as there was! 


p EEC 
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* Mr. Joſ. Mede, in the General Preface to his Works H. 
Worthington. 5 7 | 
I Among others, Catharinus Ep. Senenſ. in loc. who inte! 
 Mytieriorum, id eſt, Sacramentorum Dei, ſaying further, | 
ſunt ſacra Arcana, &c. And Mr. Pool in Sy nopſis, who likewiſe 
Grot ius for it, tho“, 1 think, not rightly, be not giving, that I} 
any other Expoſition of this, than by Dogmata Evangelica. . 
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ſigned to be, 


eſign in makin 


ſtill expected, 


ppoſed to be 


Death until he 


orld 7. Now 


the Paſtoral Duty open d. n 


ſo accordipgly there has not been 2 


nding Miniſtry, or ſeparate Order of Men, who 
ere to look on it as their proper Office: to diſpenſe 
e Holy Sacraments: I ſay, as ſome perverſly inter- 
et this; whereas had our Saviour meant only the 
re of Humen Life, he would certainly have call'd it, 
t d, but yere2; which latter Word is uſed in that 
nſe near thirty times in the New Teſtament, but 
ere is not one Place in the whole Bible, where the 
er Phraſe cw[iaae 7% 46>, does ſignify ſo. How- 
er, * as a Learned Man well obſerves, it is often uſed 
r.the laſt Conſummation of all things; in which 
nſe it thrice occurs in the 13th Chapter of St. Mat- 
w's Goſpel, and once jn the 24th, which are the 
ly Places where that Evangeliſt has uſed it. And 
:refore, if we will allow this Promiſe to be ex- 
ained by the holy Penman himſelf, or by our Lord's 


g it, we muſt conclude, that it is to 


extended to a conſtant Succaſſion of Goſpel- Mini- 
ers to the World's End. Now as it was formerly, and 


that the neceſſary Grace or Habitof 


ith ſhould come by hearing them preach, ſo likewiſe 

Baptiſmr, as given by their Hands, an indiſpenſable 

ondition of Salvation; and therefore to give this, 

well as to preach, muſt be the indiſpenſable Duty of, 
Miniſters : He that belieweth and is baptized; ſhall be ſa- Maik 16. 
d; but he that believeth not, nor by conſequence is | 
ality'd to be baptized, (as being then and there 


adult) ſhall be damn d. And again, 


With reference to the Lord's Supper, we find that our 
Friour, as a prime or chief Adminiſtrator in holy 
hings, firſt inſtituted this, and commanded us to do 
eſame in remembrance of him ; and thus to ſhew forth 


comes, the ſecond time, to judge the 
in this our Bleſſed Lord, tho he un- 


4 1 


— 


— 


4. 22. Luke 22. 1 


x 3 24, 25. 


— g 7 : ; _ 


Dr. Potter in his Diſcourſe of Church-Government, p. 139. 
\ See the Inſtitut ion of the Holy Supper in Mar. 26. 26. Mark 


9- and yet more plainly ſet down, 1 Cor. It. 


GY | doubts 


doubtedly injoins Believers, or Chriſtians in gener 
to celebrate and take the Holy Sacrament of his Boy 
and Blood; yet in the Words, This doe, or Do thi 
(which imply the manner of imitating him in the, 
lemn Adminiſtration) he more particularly points 
_ thoſe, whom he himſelf firſt took, and who in futu 
Times were to be ſo taken from among Men, and ordain 
for Men, in Things pertaining to God, that is, the Cle 
And in theſereſpe&s,I then add,muſt Miniſters be Fail 
ful: in Baptix ing and offering the Holy Communion, when 
and when they ought, and as they ought, and with 
to look on and execute this as their proper Offi 
Firſt, IJ ſay, where and when they ought ; that 
by being ready on all fit Occaſions to waſh or ſprinkk 
not only Perſons grown up and converted from Ern 
to the right Faith, with the Laver of Regeneratio 
but alſo little Children, theſe certainly having int 
Chriſtian Church as juſt a Claim to Baptiſm, as thok 
in the Jewiſh, had to Circumciſion: And again, by: 
readily giving the boly Communion to ſuch as deſire a 
may in Charity be ſuppoſed to be qualify'd for 
And both theſe, I add, muſt Miniſters do, not or 
when and where they ought, but alſo as they oug 
that is, with Rewerence and godly Fear, and agreeablyt 
the Inſtitution of one and t'other by our Bleſſed Ml 
ſer; with which the Rules and Forms preſcribed an 
nov uſed in our Excellent Church do very well ſute 
and accordingly by theſe may we ſafely, nay an 
ought we to go, as we look to be found Faithful 1 
this Part of our Truſt ; baptixing in the Name of the Fi 
ther, the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and doing juſt that whid 
our Saviour bad us do in Remembrance of him; not a 
ding to or diminiſhing from it any thing of moment 
much leſs making our own meer Inventions equivale 
to, or no leſs neceſſary to be obſerved, than what oi. 
Lord commanded us to do in imitation of him. AWW» 
cordingly, for inſtance, as we value the Character Ch 
Faithful-Stewards, we muſt by no means ſymbolize 0 1 
fall in with the Romaniſts, who pretend to offer uf ; 
Chriſt himſelf as a Sacrifice for Sin, in that very Action}, 


< 


.. the Paſtoral Duty open d. 
which he ſet an imitable Pattern, when he was yet 
ive, and had not then offer'd his ful and Perſe A. 
nement for us; but only, I ſay, he had preſcribed, 
rtecedently to that, a Sacramental Rite, the which 
d nothing elſe he commanded his Diſciples to ob- 
rve and do in memory of himſelf, and the Benefits of 
Death: Which Rite or Inſtitution, beſides the Apoſtle's 
Nſſertion, that after Chriſt's one Oblation of himſelf as a 
A mpleat Satisfaction for Sin, there has been à Remi/- ö 
n of it, and where there is a Remi ſſiun of this, there __ 
ther remains no more offering for it: which Rite, I ſay, wh 13 
ſides this, can't for that reaſon be ſuppoſed to be a s . 
petition of the very Sacrifice of Chriſt himſelf, but onl | 
Commemoration of it. On which account the Holy 
pchariſt has, I confeſs, been often called both by 
ntients and Moderns, a commemorative Sacrifice ; but 
hat is the Senſe of one and rother in this Appella- 
on, St. Chryſoſtom has very well declared: e do not, 
ys he, offer another Sacrifice, as the High Prieſt did here- 
ore, or one as diſtin from the Sacrifice of Chriſt 
mſelf, as the Types of it were among the Jews ; 

t we always offer the ſame Sacrifice: Which latter Ex- 
eflion, leſt it ſhould be taken literally to denote the 
ry Sacrifice of Chriſt himſelf, repeated or conti- 
ed, as the Romaniſts will have it, he preſently cor- 
as, and gives us his Senſe. of it in the next Words: 
t rather, 1ays he, 1e offer the Remembrance of a Sacri- 


auf, that is, of the Sacrifice of Feſus'Chriſt ; agree- 
ul ly to what he had faid juſt before, + He do this in 
he Fafgmory of what was then done by bim, that is, in the Ob- 


ic ion of himſelf upon the Croſs. And to hold other- 
Wc Tbeodorer would think it a Token of Ignorance in 
vine Matters, ſaying, ||*'Tis evident to Perſons well 
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A de mot. warn 5 drape tryatoueda Judas. 
ter of Chryſoſt. in Homil. 17. on Heb. Tom. 4. p. 523. Ed. Savil. 
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vers'd 
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I Faithful Stewards; or, 
vers d in theſe, that we do not offer another Sacrifice, | 
oo only celebrate the Memory of that one ſaving Sacrij 
With whom agrees Theophyla# : *We always offer, ie 
he, the ſame Chriſt Jeſus, or rather, we make a Men 
rial of his own Oblation of bimſelf, as if that were m 
made ; and therefore, properly ſpeaking, there is but 
Sacrifice, which is that of Jeſus Chriſt, I Who offer 
himſelf, as Euſebius alſo tells us, to his Father, an adn 
rable Victim and excellent Sacrifice for the Salvation of 
all, and appointed us to offer unto God a Remembrance of th 
Inſtead of Sacrifice ; that is, to repreſent the Sacrifice! 
_ Chriſt or in the room of ſuch as prefigur d it undert 
Law. Agreeable to which is this of S. Auſtin : || Br 
the Coming of Chrift, the Fleſh and Blood of this Sacriſ 
Were promiſed or prefigured by the bloody Sacrifices of Beal 
_ exhibiting a Likeneſs of them ; in the very Paſſion of Chi 
they were offered literally and truly ; after the Aſcenſion 

Chriſt they ere ſet forth by a Memorial Sign or a Sac 
ment of Memory. He does not ſay, by a Sacrifice, l 
emphatically a Sacrament, in Remembrance of thei 
which he plainly expreſſes in Contradiſtinction to 
material Sacrifices, whether ſuchas were offer'd und 
the Law, or that of Chriſt himſelf upon the Cro 
And to theſe Teftimonies ( notwithſtanding w 
ſome have boaſtingly ſaid to the contrary) I mi 
no doubt but that I can add the ' conſenting Suffra 
of all the Ancient Catholick Church: but k 
this I have no Place here; and therefore ſhall ol 
inſtance, how our excellent Church of Engl. 
(whoſe Authority, I preſume; will not be thought. 
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| Hujus Sacrificii Caro & Sanguis ante Adventum Chriſti | 
Victimas fimilitudinum promittebatur ; in Paſſione Chriſti Meer 
zplam veritatem reddebatur; poſt Aſcenſum Chriſti per Sac 


mentum Memoriz celebratur. D. Auguſt. contra Fauſtum. e 
| weig 


the Paſtoral Daty open d; 


m the Errors of Popery) how. She, I ſay, harmo- 
es and falls in with the Antiquities now cited; 
ile in her Homily of the Worthy Receiving and Reve- 
Eſteeming of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, ſhe ſtrictly 
riſes that it be miniſter d in ſuch wiſe as our Lord and 
jour himſelf did, and commanded it to be done, and a- 
2eably to the Uſage of his holy Apoſtles, and the good 
bers in the Primitive Church ; and thereupon further 
particularly cautions us to take great Heed, leſt of 
Memory it be made a Sacrifice: a Material Sacrifice 
2 means, whether of Chriſt himſelf, or, in a true 
| proper Senſe, even of the Bread and Mine; which 
ort, tho” I grant, that they have been often cal- 
by a Name in the Greek Language which is the 
| ſignificative of à real Sacrifice, to wit, | 3voie 3. 
were they no more meant by thoſe, who ſo call'd 
V to be indeed ſuch, than to be the very Subſtapce 
hriſt's Body and Blood, when called by thoſe Names, 
they often are, after Conſecration ; as by this they 
ome his My/tical Body and Blood: and for the ſame 
aſon they do then take the Name (tho not before) 
briſt®s own real Sacrifice, as being made Signs and 
nbols of it; and as the whole Action, in which they 
uſed, is a ſolemn Commemoration of it. Agreeably 
which, even || the Learned Mede confeſſes, that 
our Chriſtian Service of the Euchariſt, we do comme- 
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This appears from a Diſtin4ion made by St. Ignatius of three 

eral Parts or Ads in the boly Euchariſt; which is embraced and 

rov'd of even by Ar. J. Mede and Dr. Hickes : namely, 1. ae90+ 

or the bare Offering of Bread and Wine, 8c. which in that Re- 

d were termed . 2. Julie, which, ſay they, is the myſtical 

Mmnemoration of Chriſt's Body and Blood, after ſolemn Conſecra- 
y 


nf the Gifts by Prayer; which, in that Reſpect, have been term'd 
„ the Latins, Sac.ificia, according to the received Diſtinction : 
. Lena ſunt, quæ Deo donantur; Sacrificia, quæ Orationibus _ 


111i ne. St. Ignatius in Epiſt. ad Smynenſ. My. Mede in Chriſtian 
ſti Wcrifice, Chap. 4. Dr. Hickes in Preface to the ſecond Collection 
Sac Controverſial Letters, pag. 59, 60. i 
O., Mr. Mede, ib. _ | | Ho | 
igh FVV 


ighty by any of ou for her having been rem! 


nlecrantur, &c. And 3. Go Receiving and Participation of the * 


0 The Faithful Stewaras ; or, 
* Worate bim only that was ain and offer d ap on the Cru 
and therefore, ſays he, this our Service z call d Ivaia i 
properly and metaphorically. Agreeably to whom a |; 
anonymous Writer, tho'in the main he ſeems fond; 
the Notion, and of its Abettors, yet is forc'd to gi 
up the Name of à true and proper Sacrifice in the hd 
Euchariſt ; and ſo he rather calls it The propitiatory ( 
lation in the holy Euchariſt ; of the which his Se 
appears to be this: namely, that the Bread and Wy 
being firſt offered or placed upon the Lord's Tat 
and afterwards conſekxated into Symbols or Repreſ: 
tatives of Chriſt's Body and Blood, do, as uſed and 
ceived in the holy Supper, by Virtue of the lacter, a 
our Saviour's Inſtitution, procure to us God's, Favo 
and Bleſfing: than which if he really mean no mor: 
-fhall not now think it worth while tocontend with hi 
.- Fhus far it appears that the Miniſters of Chriſt v 
thew themſelves Faithful, by diſpenſing the holy 
eraments, when and where they ought; and as tl 
aught: to which 1 ſhould now expreſly add; that, 
1 compleat their Character in this Reſpect, they are 
il liged to look upon the ſame as their own, proper ( 
fice. But beſides that this in ſome part has been 
ready: occafionally done, what is yet farther need 
to be added to this Purpoſe, will, for its Affini 
come under my next Particular, which is to: ſha 
1 rat, as the Miniſters of Chri/# would be found Fail 
| ful, they muſt be careful and zealous tomaintain Ch 
1 Government, as well to aſſert and keep up the order 
Il; Oeconomy and outward Rights, with which e 

[1/8 Church 1s veſted, as alſo the inward Fundament 

1 and Doctrines of it. 

i" IV. Now the Church we muſt conſider as a Body 
I! Society, or as the Kingdom of Chriſt, which he him 
= 22 we 1 * temporal, or of this World ; but y 
A up purely for Spiritual Ends, in Oppoſition to 
| 1 * Kingdom of Darkneſs, to Spiritual Ear a in bl 
OY Places ; and by conſequence to be it ſelf Spirit 
And if the Church be a Spiritual Society, it muſt 
cordingly have a Spiritual Government; and it 
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ed on, as diſtinguiſh'd from, tho not wholly and 
ays independent on ſecular Powers: and ſecondly, as 
al regular Governments, among thoſe Spiritual 


zordination of one to another among 'them- 
es. And who, after all, are theſe Spiritual Offi- 


bold, of God, which is the Church, but the Miniſters 


Duties? Accordingly they, to maintain their 
n Character, muſt carefully manage their Spiri- 
Truſt, and endeavour, what they can, to keep up 
juſt Rights, the Original Form and Conſtitution 


ir Lord and Maſter. How then, for Inſtance; 
they patiently bear, either that the Clergy, be con- 
Inded with the Laity, or that there be made an Equa- 

of em amongſt themſelves? How can they tame- 
give: up the Right of Cenſures and Power of the Keys, 
o not mean an immediate inherent Power of forgi- 
g or not forgiving Sins, and ſo of unlocking or 
king, as they pleale, the Gates of Heaven, but a 
ver of openly denouncing and applying with Au- 
city, according to the Will of God declared in his 
rd, the Iſſues of Mercy or Judgment to the Peni- 
tor the Impenitent? How can it but make our Spi- 
ſtir within us, and even burn with a pious Rage, 
en hearing it impudently ſaid, that Laicks as well 
Eccleſraſticks may baptiſe and give the holy Commu · 


Body vers, and in ſhort, without the Help of the latter 
himſo' God, as I have ſhewn, deſign'd far otherwiſe) 
but open to themſelves and others the Way of Salva- 
to e So, ſays one, may any Man ſet or apply the 
iritu 
wſt 
d it 


8 
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4 the 4uthor of The Rights of the Chriſtiad Church afſer 


bas done, f. 108, 130. 


ficers themſelves there muſt be ſuppoſed to be a 


in the Dominion, the Kingdom of Chriſt, the City and 


zom he has ordain'd and ſer apart for Spiritual Ends 


the Church, as they look to be found Faithful by 


Mn, may publickly preach and hold forth ſolemn 


D Queen? 


2 Spiritual Government ĩt muſt have Spiritual Of- | 
rs to govern it; who in the firſt Place muſt be 


18 Nie Faithful Stwards; or, 
Queen's Broad - Seal: but is every Man indifferet 
* ly commiſſioned to do it, or can he do it with 
E 24 or without Treaſon? Was it ever known 
the Jewiſh Church that any, but thoſe of the Sac 
dotal Order, had a Right to offer Sacrifice? Or if a 
 fuchdar'dto uſurp that Office, were they not purſu 
with Cenſure and Vengeance? And fhall the EVA 
gelical Miniſtry be thought leſs Sacred, or moro ſaſe 
and innocently to be invaded than that of the Ley 
Good God! Into what x degenerate Age, wh 
Dregs of Time are we ſank! And how would 
have amaz'dthe Primitive Chriſtians, to ſee the Thi 
which we ſee, and to hear the Things which we hear; 
this from the Mouths even of thoſe, who pretend 
believe the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſtile themſelves / 
ſertors of the Churches Rights! And again, anoti 
Way, what Confuſion, what Ruin, would it br. 
upon the Church, were all its Miniſters, all its f 
ritual Officers and Governors (as ſome would hi 
them) in a State of Equality, and wholly andi 
_ gniſh'd? How, on this Hand, are we oblig d to ſt 
the Tide againſt fuch falſe, fuch dangerous Sugy 
tions ? And for ths (if we can be ſuppoſed to w 
it) even St. Ferom, himſelf but a Presbyter, and, 
it is thought, the greateſt ancient Advocate for Ie 
Presbytery, will give us a helping Hand; whenas | 
tells us, that the Diſtinction of Biſhops, Presbyters ff 
Deacon: is Apoſtolical, and that it was taken by the Apo 
from the Old Teſtamem, where the Gradation | 
eween Aaron and his Sons, that , the High- Pri 
and the Priefts, and between them and rhe Levit 
anſwers to the (aid triple Order in the Chriſtian Chun 
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* Ut ſciamus Traditiones Apoſtolicas ſumptas De vel 
cn, be ; quod Aaron & Filit ejus atque Levitæ in Ten 


etum, hoc ſibi Epiſcopi & Presbyteri & Diaconi vendicent 

eſia. S. Hieron. in Ep. 85. ad Evagr. And again to = 1 
PFurpeſe: Si autem non ſunt plurima; Manſiones : quo modi »x 
in veteri Teſtamento & in novo alium Ordinem Pontifex tel 
alium Sacerdotes, alium Levitæ, &c? _ Adverf, Jovin. L 

& 15. 5 : bye: 


te Paſtoral Duty opewd. _ 
zr here, tho my Inclination leads me, yet L have 
o Time to enlarge upon this Subject; and therefore 


orities, in relation to the whole, that I have ſaid up- 

it. And to this purpoſe firſt let us hear St. Clement 
198 Rome, whoſe Name, St. Paul tells us, was written 
vl the Book of Life : * The Chief Prieſt, ſays he, has pro- 
WS Officer 'a/ſigned to bim; to the Priefts is their Sta. 
m appointed, and to the Levites belong their proper Mini- 
ations, © The Lay-man has nothing to do with all 
is; and therefore again, it is ſeparately ſaid, that 
is confined within the Bounds of what is commanded to 
men. With him agrees St. Ambroſe: + Gad, ſays 
, requires one thing from a Biſhop, and another from 4 
eubyter, and another from a Deacon. And again, One 
ing he requires from a Clergyman, as ſuch, and another 
m a Layman, and all other Perſons who do not bear that 
haracter. Agreeable to which is || this Precept in the 
ſt itutions, commonly term d Apoſtolical : In general we 


mand, t bat every one abide in hi own proper Poſt, and 
not beyond bis ſtated Bound; — 5: Theſe are nat 
i, or of our appointing, bur of God's.” But, my Bre- 
er me leave to add, — — 
ſue of this and of the foregoing Parts of our Duty, 
e muſt be eſpecially careful, leſt after all we unhap- 
ly undo what F will ſuppoſe, that we have hither- 
been doing. And here I am minded of my 5th 
articular, which is to ſhew, char the Miniſters of 
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om. in 1 Epiſt. ad Cor. c. 40. | pry: ; 
Aliud eſt, quod ab Epiſcopo requirit Deus, & aliud quod 3 
$ytero, & aliud quod à Diacono, & aliud quod a" Clerico, 
aliud quod a Laico vel a fingulis quibuſque hominibus. &. 
mbroſ. de Dignitate Sacerdot. c 3. : 1 
Exc 5 r. ardvles SD NNν,,; Txarer d αEẽWe de 
Seen &, xi ph alem wi zeug. E 58 gow nutlzert, 
U 54 Oe. Conſtit. Apoſt. I. 8. c. 46. where may be ſeen much 
oe very handſomly argu d to this Purpoſe. L 
1 | D 2 __Chrift 


ſnall cloſe the Head I am upon, with ſome few Au- 
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The Faithful Stewards ; or, 
Chriſt, if they would be found Faithful, muſt croy 
all their Labours, all the precedent Inſtances of th, 

Fidelity, with leading holy and exemplary Lives. 
F. Moſt truly has St. Cyprian ſaid, Efficacing eſt Vi 
quam Lingus teſtimonium; and without this, our Pai 
and Cares in other reſpects are almoſt thrown aw. 
While our Actions are plainly the Reverſe of what 
undertake to teach, we betray the Cauſe we prete: 
to aſſert ; * and as thus we contradict and give d 
Lie to our ſelves, we ſtand at once felf-condemn WP 
and muſt needs loſe our Credit abroad; and fo do 
moſt effectually unravel the very Work we would ſe: 
to be upon; which is the Informing and Reforming of i 
Ignorant and the Ungodly. For Men, you may be | 
will never learn of or be much the better for , whi 
however buſy we are in laying heavy Burdens upon th 
Shoulders, yet we do not touch the ſame our ſelves wi 
one of our Fingers. Nay, ſo very far will Men be fn 
this, that now they will be the rather harden'd i 
Impiety, as thinking that they may ſafely do ] 
they ſee their Teachers do; and who, they ſuppoli 
if there were any Danger in it, muſt needs kno 
and would accordingly avoid it: but not finding the 
endeavour to do this, they conclude the Reality WF” 
their Thoughts, not from their Words, but Ded 
and thence look -on their, Preaching to. be no oth 
than only acting a Part, juſt to gain a. Livelihod 
and to amuſe or enſlave the Ignorant: Thus do 
it come to paſs, that a good Preacher, but an 
Liver, as he makes a meer Soleciſm in Religion, fo 
once inſtead of promoting this, does on the contruf . 
propagate Atheiſm. Nay the better he acquirs hin 
ſelf in the Pulpit, yet if his Practice run counter to He 
Tongue, the greater Miſchief ſtill does he do: wii. 
Perſons, who have no little Deference for his Jud 
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* Bonum eſt recta & honeſla præcipere, ſed niſi & facit 
mendacium eft. - La&ant. Inſtit. I. 3. c. 16. Bene loqui & p 
ve vivere nihil aliud. eſt, quam — voce condemnare.  Projj 


in Hentent. Auguſt. 
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ie Paſtoral Duty open dt. c 
it and Ability, do at length inſenſibly come to 
ak, that. as their Teacher appears not to be, ſo neĩ- 
r need they themſelves be concern d about the I. 
s, whether of Religion or Irreligion. And this, 
Pai perſwaded, is one main Reaſon, why the more 
wil e and irregular Clergy are the greateſt Darlings of 
vicious Laity; while the Pattern of the former is, 
tee it. were, a Balſam or Salve to the wounded Spirits 
ei fthe latter, who. buoy'd up with that Authority, do 
mn pidly run into Atheiſm Or Scepticiſm 3 And vainly 
ſume, as Lucretius once did, upon what he had 
nt from his Maſter Epicuru, that now they ate 
of oi above be Fear of 4 Deity, and Religion is trampled 
ler their Feet *. Wherefore well might St. Paul f fre- + 2 Cor, 
ph ently urge to Miniſters the Neceſſity of ſetting a 5 3, Kc. 
d Example, of giving no Offence in any thing, to the * Ne 4 
1 bar the Miniſtry be not blamed, but in all things ap» . 4.4 15 
ing themſelves as the Miniſters of God, and al good ihe ſame 
amples of the Believers, 55 Mord, in Converſation, in Purpoſe 
arity, in Spirit „in. Faith, in Purit 3 and in all things na be 
3 - themſelves Patterns of Good Wk, Thus I rom of — 
noi rey d the moſt important Concerns of the Mini: 1 Tim. 1. 
rial Office; in all which it u required, that we be 18. & 3.2, 
ity . faithful. To theſe might be added ſome other &c. 4.8. 
dee quiſites and Rules for compleating this Character, C.: 1. & 
ot moſt material of which I gan at preſent but only 13 
home: to wit, a prudent Viſitation of the Sick, à tender Tit. 1. 7, 
doe of the Poor, private Prayers for, as well as publick.with &c. 2. 8, 
People, Reſolutions of Doubts, ſupporting and ſetiling of &. 
ak and troubled Minds, and other the like charitable 
fices, which may occaſionally fall in the good Paſtor's 
 hinfey ; and in theſe or whatever other reſpects he is a. 
to Meward, it is his, Province to be Faithful. Having 
whilen, I fear, too tedious on my firſt general Head, 
Judi ich was to declare and fer in view the principal 
uties incumbent on the Miniſters of Chriſt, or in 
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& pl * Quare Religio pedibus ſubjecta, viciſſim 

Tro - Obteritus : Nos exæquat victoria Calo. - 
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5 The Fatthfet o. Stark; or, 
vat reſſ S it it required o that they be f 
"Faithful; Eſhall now 0200 diſpatch the ſeg 
With All pollible Breviry ; which, in Paro to 
former, is to propoſe and urge ſuch Motives, as 
encourage and incline us to execute the ſame, aul 
— come under the Character of Faithful. 


= Now in the firſt Plies: chat it is 8 nece 
Duty of Miniſters to be careful and juſt in their A. 

vice, in diſplaying their Talents abroad, and ſh 
ing to Men the right Way: of Salvation, is imply'l 
the many Appeliitions of them in holy Scripture: 
when they are compar'd to Hubandmen, 10 ö bey 


© + | S0Watchmen, to Fiſhers, to Labourers in the Harve 
: alt Awmbiſſadors, Angels, Stars, Witneſſes, the 84 


the Earrb, rhe Light of the World, and the like. 


— 4 1 — expreſſy, that they ought to be Faithful, is 
WIE ny em Name of Steward: ; and accordingly th 
Being 


is reckoned a Thing very highly co 


mendable. Zut again, this Duty, this Ground 


_ Commendation muſt be not a littl enforc'd and hig 


ned when we of the Clergy do further conſider wn 


Stewards we are, and 'whom we are 9875 d * ſery 


namely, the great and only Potentate, the R 
and Lord of Lords, and 705 Chrift, "God 11055 for et 
And methinks, the very Dignity and Honour of t 
Poſt, as it can't but be agreeable, ſo muſt at on 
| needs move us to endeavour our Continuation in i 
aid this by pleaſing our Lord and Maſter; which ho 
eber we cannot expect to do, but by being Faithf 


and acquitting our ſelves of the Charge we have upt 
us, with Care and Prudence. Thus may we "Wil 
Credit maintain our Character, and increaſe in 
vour and Eſteem with God and Man: for we may! 
moſt ſecure that our great Maſter will bleſs and b. 
while we are thus Fexretul to > Tervs: 1 bana bin 
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* Fidelem my pracipua Laus i in Diſpenſatore, ays Grotii: 
in Loc. Agrecabiy to Luk. 16. Itaque tribuitur Moſt, Heb. 3. 
8 ng 1 Sim. 3. 7. Miniſtris Evangelii, Col. 1, 5. & 4 l 


"the Paforal Dun Mw 
again, while ſtanding ſo fair with bins, we ſhalt 
\mand Good-Will and Re epure amongſi Men. The 
Name of a . or Miniſter of Chrift does 
great meaſure exact this Tribute: as he is, Iſay, 
eward and Servant of the moſt high God, an Officer 
Manager in his Church or Houſhold ; and how much 
e juſtly is he entitl d to it, when this his Name or 
aracter is made good by a Faithful and diſcreet Exe- 
on of his Truſt. How much were Men of this 
red Order eſteem'd and reverenc d in the Primitive 
rch! And, to ſhew that they were ſo, on a 
iple of Reaſon, as well as the Authority of R. 
ion, thoſe who bore only à meer Shadow of the 
Sacerdotal Office were highly honour d by the Peo- 
even in the Heathen: World; and thus much is 
feſs'd by pony cho himſelf an Emperour and an 
oftate : * So long, ſays he, as a Man « called 4 
45 . 1 ed in Divine Offices and Miniſtry 
„ he is to be regarded with Veneration, as 4 
Fecious Property of God; and again, 1 It & a- 
able to right Reaſon, t honour Prieſts as | the 
os and — 858 God, ho miniſter to as in 
"ge pertaining to and hive great Power in. 
ging downs Bleſſings upon us. And how much 


rafter, and are indeed the Stewards and Servants of 
s Chriſt ? And what a burning Shame would it be 
People, call'd from his ſacred Name, to withhold. 
rom them ? However of this, it is too viſible, 
re are very juſt Occaſions to complain. But on 
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re is this 1 due to ſuch as truly bear that 


due Faithful Stewards ;-or, 
the dther Hand it may be obſerv'd, that the 
eſtdem and Contempt of the Clergy is very often 
üngdto themſelves: in that they are not Faithfu 
their great Maſter, nor duely acquit themſelves 
their Charge, and ſo they having juſtly incurr' di 
Diſpleaſure of God, and forfeited their Credit wi 
him, wllat wonder is it, if ſometimes, as a Puniſ 
ment of this, he give them up to the Scorn of Me 
To prevent which Odium from falling on thoſe, 
bear our Function, it is as I have hinted, one gr 
Aim of che Apoſtle in my Text: in that, he havi 
before aſſerted the juſt Honour of the Clergy, and; 
ven the Laity to underſtand, that they are obliged 
eftcem-and regard them as the Miniſters of Chriſt, | 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God; next he tells the Cle 
that on their Part, as they look to obtain this Reſp, 
they. muſt be very careful to anſwer their Charact: 
for moreover of Stewards it is required that a Man be fu 
Faithful: and accordingly if they are ſo (it bei 

pre ſuppqſed that they are otherwiſe qualified 
their Office) I, do not perceive but that the Peg 
are generally inclined to pay em, a due Rega 

' do not mean to idoliſe, and even adore em; as t 
Church of Rome, by her Tyrannical and Arbit 
ry Sway, would force em to do; but that they? 
talen Notice of and Reverenc'd as Spiritual Guid 


_ % AandiCurators of Mens Souls, and the diſtinguiſh 
Phil. 2. 20. Servants of Feſw Chriſt; they are eſtiemed very hi 
1 Theſ. ly in Love for their Works Sake; and beld in Reputatin 


5. Iz. Nay and the Elders who rule well, eſpecially they wht 


x Tim. 5.5 


17 our in the Word and Doctrine, are counted worthy of d. 


Honour. Thus, I ſay, does it generally happen, | 
far as I find, agreeably to the Apoſtle's Direction 
- _ unleſs it be amongft Atheiſts and Libertines, . wi 
being Enemies to our great Lord, no wonder if ti 
ſtrike at him thro our Sides; and if they have cal 
the Maſter of the Houſe or the Church Be-lzebub, h 
much more ſhall they call them of his Houſhold? So tru: 
that of Solomon, He that is upright in the May u an- 
59 mind 


the Paſtoral Duty oper-d.. 


hey particularly ſingle out the Teachers of Piety 
Goodneſs ; and the more holy and better theſe are, 
uch the more are they made the Objects of their 
y and Deſpight. And becauſe the Lives of good 
niſters are Checks and Damps to the Luſts and Jol- 
of the Wicked, and do raiſe in em a Dread, 
ich they would fain baniſh ; that there is a God, 
nom ruleth in the Earth, and will hereafter bring into 
oment every Work and ſecret thing, whether good or 
Hence, I ſay, do they look on all ſuch as fright- 
Mormo's and Diſturbers of their Eaſe ; and ſo do 
y become bitter Enemies to them, tho upon noother 
ound, I tell you, than they are ſo at once of Truth 
If, and of all that is good. In which Senſe is 
of our Saviour verity'd : He that deſpiſeth you de- 
th me, and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that 
me; this, I mean, is literally true, and our Lord 


Fear of God before them, when they do not ob- 
re what the Son of Syrach enjoins next to this, that 
do not at once reverence the Prieſt and give him bis 
tion ; this being a moſt undoubted Criterion to 
ge of them by: Hie ho bas any true Senſe of Reli- 
„ does at once reſpect the Miniſters of it. And ſo on 
her hand, depend upon it as a certain Truth, that 
who deſpiſes, vilifies and flights 'em, has at the 
tom no Religion at all, whatever he may out- 


co ſhew me a truly good Chriſt ian in other reſpects, 
ve may be yet further induced to be Faithful, let 
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Qui bona fide Deum colit, amat & Sacerdotes. Stat. lib. 5. 
1 in Pref. ſeu Ded. ad wo m2 2 


| rake it ſo. Accordingly as on the one hand, in 
n will Men appear to be religious, or to have 
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— 2 
en 70 the Wicked. Such Men having abandon d | 
nad, and given up themſelves to do tbe Works of their 
fa fer be Devil,as they are Haters of all that are good, ſo 


Luke 10. 
164 


Ecclus 7. 
1 


rdly pretend to the contrary ; and I defy any Per- 


o is not at once a Lover of the Clergy. But laſtly, | 


Mt. 5. 1 z. Our Bleſſed Lord, whom he has made Rulers over 


| Heb.13.7. mind, that we watch for the Souls of Men, as they! 


12. a 


23. 


Mat. 25. enter into his Foz) When the chief Shepherd ſhall appt 


26 The Faithful Stewards; or, 
us conſider, that we have the Honour to ſerve, | 
only the greateſt and beſt of Maſters, but likewife 
all-leeing and impartial Judge, who will here 

demand an Account of our Stewardſhip ; and as ht 
able, will, according to our Management in it, 
ther {ave or deſtroy us. Thus the Apoſtle puts wil * 


( 


þ 
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2 Cor. 15. muſt give an Account; and we muſt all appear befor 
Rom. 1 4. Tudgnent Seat of Cbriſt, that every one of us may giv 

* 14+ Account of himſelf to God. We of the Miniſtry are 
Salt of the Earth, whoſe Buſineſs it is to impart al 
quancy and good Savour to the Lives and Convet 
tion of others; and we are the Stewards mention' 


[ 


Luke 12. Houſhold, to give em their Portion of Meat in due Sei 
4*- * Which Character, if we negle& to make good, 
muſt expect co fall under his urmoſt Diſpleaſure, 
a to be eternally baniſh'd from his Preſence. If thu 
Mat.5.1 3. Salt have loſt its Savour, wherewith ſhall it be ſal 
Our Lord has told us, that it is henceforth good for notli 

but to be caſt out, and to be trodden under foot of Men. 
this caſe, the higher our Dignity, our Station 0 
was; and the better we knew our Maſter's Will, 

the greater Abilities and Opportunities we had 
doing it, ſo much the greater and remarkable will 
Diſgrace, our Degradation be, ſo many the m 
our Stripes and Tortures ; and in a word, the Brig 
neſs of our Light will aggravate our Guilt, and m! 
us fall the more heavily into the Pit of Deſtrudi 

Mat. 24. The Maſter of ſuch unfaithful, unprofitable Servants, 
51. come in a Day when they look not for him, and in an H 
2when they are not aware, and will cut them aſunder, i 
appoint em their Portion with the Hypocrites and U. 
Liewers ; there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. | 
on the other hand, Bleſſed are thoſe Servants, who! 
ſo Faithful and ſo wiſe, as to do their Lord's Wi 
and whom, when he comes, he ſhall find watching! Tit 
will be happy in his Approbation, and order'd 


all receive a Crown of Glory, which udeth not 1 Path 5. 
þ And they who are thus Wiſe, 6 9 6 turn d 


a 6 and as Stars Aer ever. 

n IC 955 $2 
God the Father, G04 * Soil God My 24 | 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Glory, 
Adoration, and Obedience, now | and. ever- 
more. Amen. 
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- to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as 1 5 8 of the Dan. 12. 3. 


—_— 
* : 


% 9 7 hs * 8 1 W \ * 8 , s * 8 JA V * e del oy ; 
4 ef »< 4 ien aa \ us te K. AW 8 J N iv % > - Wk U u A 
3 — 0 — 7 — * L 
RR o Trio Sr OP DIC.” i hr ow 
„ „ * %% er 23 AN +Y : Vu * _—_ Gut * 2925 4 91. * 112282 IIK * Po 


- 7 * >» 65 . > = . * 8 2 94 "a * a ” *, 7 9 \ * 8 N be 5 . 4 2 0 1 a 4 
41 3 * 4 1 INE! 8 T * * 4 CO D 4 : v2 Y * 5 * } A do N 4 on * * W. 4 . " 1 % ; : : I * 0 4  , Ny 1 7 
— — Cc » # * | C - I 


= 5 5 en 
Books Printed for E. Curll, ar the Dial nd Bi 
WW R. Goſling, ac che Mitery in Fleetſtreet. 


n Fred, « 8 e e 8 . : 
HRE J Hiltory,” as well Ecclefiaſtical vb Opt pil, 
* s rhe Creation the World to the Lear 17050. Soutain 
Sir Roger L'Eſtrange s Tranſlation of the- Works of. Joſe) 


Sixth Edition, with large Additions, by the Author's own H 


ical Diſcourſde\upon the malt \ 
_ Chriſtian Religion; for all the Sundays in the Year. Deſign' 
the Promotion of Family Piety, in order to a truly religious 


Bp. Taylor, Saunder ſon, SUS, Wilkins, Beveridge, Tui 


vine Meditations of John Gerhard, D. D. comemplating Gd 
Love to Mankind, the Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion, and the 
. vantages of a holy Life: Newly tranſlated from the Origil 
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with a Continuation from the moſt Authentick Authors: ade 
with Maps, Sculptures, c. in Two large Volumes in 
Price 124.” N. B. Joſephus is fold for 30 4. in Folio, which] 
not this Continuation. |—\© | | 
II. 4n Help and Exbortation to Worthy Communicating : | 
Treatiſe deſcribing the Meaning, Worthy Reception, Duty 
Benefits of the Holy Sacrament and anſwering the Doubti 
Conſcience, and other Reaſons, which moſt generally det 
Fobu Keitlewell, late Vicar of 2 il in Varwickſoi 


Ire, | 


III. The Devout Chriſtian's Companion ; complete in Two 
jumes. The Firſt being a Manual of Devotions, fitted for! 
of the Concerns of Human Life : and particular Offices for! 
and Dying Perſons; with the Paſchal Lamb, a Treatiſe expli 
ing the Nature, Defign, and Benefits of the holy Sacrament; 
ſuitable Devotigns added. TherSerond Volume aonfiſting of 
undamental Plinciples of 


Collected from the Works of Arbp. Tillosſon, Sharpe, Teniſ 


enn, Blickall, Dawes; Dr. Hammond, Goodman, Payne, 
neck, Scott, Sherlock, Calamy, Atterbury, Lucas, Stanhdj 
Mr. Non is, Sir Matthew Hale, Mr. Nelſon, &e. Price of | 
Two Volumes 6s. or ſeparate, 2 s. 6 d. the Firſt, and 35,0 
the ſecond Volume, 2 | w_ 

IV. The Chriſtian's Support under all Afflifivns : being the! 


Latin, with Prayers ſuited, to each Meditation, and ſome 
count of the Author. By T. Rowel, A. M. Rector of Gil 
Cr ban, Norfolk. Price 3 s. = ts , 
Some ſhort Rules to bring a Godly Life into daily Praca 
written fo the Inſtruction of a young Lady of Quality. Prize 
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